Reagents and solvents used were of commercially available quality. To a stirred solution of tris(2-benzimidazolyl-methyl)amine (407. 
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms of the organic molecule were placed by geometrical considerations and added to the structure factor calculation. For the additional water with an occupancy of about 0.3, the corresponding H atoms were not determined.
Discussion
Model systems that mimic the active sites of metalloenzymes are important not only for the understanding of enzyme mechanisms, but also for the development of small molecular weight biomimetic catalysts. Histidine imidazole plays an important role in the coordination of manganese at the active sites of numerous proteins [1] . For example, superoxide dismutases (SOD), which are contained in microbes, plants and animals, protects cells against oxygen toxicity, because these enzymes catalyze the conversion of superoxide to hydrogen peroxide and dioxygen via redox-active metals [2] . The tetradentate tripodal ligand, tris(2-benzimidazolylmethyl)amine, is similar to the histidine imidazole in coordination aspects [3] . Since the three arms of this type of ligand can each rotate freely around an N(apical)C bond, multicomponent complexes or coordination polymeric networks may be expected to form the assembly of this ligand by metal ions of low coordination number. We earlier studied the coordinating ability of the ligand tris(2-benzimidazolylmethyl)amine with transition metal ions [4] [5] [6] . The crystal structure data of [tris(2-benzimidazolylmethyl)-amine)(4-hydroxycinnamato)-Mn](4-hydroxycinnamate) · 0.5DMF · 3.3H 2 O reveals conclusively the bonding specificity and the coordination position of the manganese complex in an effort to understand the coordination behavior of such ligand and the factors influencing the crystal packing modes. 
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